VASHON MAURY ISLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Date/Time:
July 8, 2009


Location:
Courthouse
Presiding:
President – Linda Bianchi
Attending:
President Linda Bianchi, Treasurer Barbara Stratton, Secretary Nancy Sipple, 



Executive Director Lee Ockinga, Kristen Baron, Shelley Davis, Patti 




McClements,  Pascal Py,  Molly Reed, Tami Renno, Natalie Sheard,  Melinda 



Sontgerath,  Priscilla Schleigh Kimmel, Patte Wagner, Jim Warren
Absent/Excused:
    
Leda Langley, Stu Luhr
Guest:  Amy Herbig, Blonde Ambition
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS:
Meeting was called to order at 8:32am.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
It was moved and seconded to approve minutes as written.  All approved.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
General Statement/Chamber Relocation:  The Chamber is going to stay in its current office until we have the budget for a move and the prospect for a better location.  The ED contract committee is going to postpone getting started on that project until after Festival.
VITAL Report:  Guest Amy Herbig from the PR firm, Blonde Ambition, reviewed the progress of the project so far.  She explained the strategic planning process that hopes to lead to year-round sustainability and healthy growth for Island business.  Plans are for 2 public forums to make the VITAL effort “inclusive”.  There will also be a blog to keep those outside the VITAL team involved in this long-term effort.  The Chamber’s contract with Blonde Ambition was signed on 6/17/09; they began work on 6/22.  Chamber member Karen du Fors des Champs expressed concerns with specifics on the contract (wording, vagueness, time lines, payment expectations).  Discussion followed. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Barbara provided a short summary of her report and explanations.  We will take a hard look at the budget after Strawberry Festival.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

Home Page Criteria:   The Board will email thoughts and suggestions.   Specifics will be coming in August.
Past Rent Bill:  Following a meeting with Ted Claybaugh and the Vashon College Board, the Chamber has been relieved of the debt for the outstanding rent payment.
Spring Fling:  Discussion tabled until next month.  Barbara suggested that we look at all Chamber-sponsored town events and evaluate.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS:

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL:  Festival “Queens” Tami and Shelley were thanked for the great job they are doing.  Thanks also to Debi for the “Homegrown Vashon Vendor” poster idea and production.  There will be 23 local vendors on the street in addition to those in Ober Park!
 ADJOURN:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:00.
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  August 12, 2009, at 8:30 am.
Nancy Sipple, Secretary, Vashon Maury Island Chamber of Commerce
